
	
	

 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

Project Based Learning Transition Booklet 

Name: 
 
 
Primary School: 

At	Studio	West,	we	teach	using	Project	Based	Learning	(PBL).	
Similar	to	the	primary	school	model,	subject	areas	in	Studio	West	
work	together,	with	the	term’s	novel	at	the	centre	of	the	learning.	
In	your	first	term	with	us,	your	PBL	experience	will	be	centred	

around	Michael	Morpurgo’s	novel	War	Horse.		
This	PBL	transition	booklet	will	give	you	a	taste	of	how	our	

learning	connects	across	the	subjects	as	you	will	do	some	English,	
art,	maths,	French,	science	and	PE,	which	is	all	linked	to	War	

Horse.		
Please	bring	this	booklet	with	you	on	your	first	day.	
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Category Quest ion One- Stated Quest ion Two- Your Own 
Quest ion 

Who? Who	was	involved	in	WW1-	which	
countries	took	part	in	the	fighting?	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Why? Why	did	WW1	begin-	why	were	
the	countries	fighting?	
	
	
	
	
	

	

What? What	role	did	horses	play	in	
WW1?	
	
	
	
	
	

	

When? When	did	WW1	happen-	what	
were	the	key	dates?	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Where? Where	did	WW1	happen-	can	you	
find	out	about	the	trenches/	trench	
warfare?	
	
	
	
	
	

	

How? How	did	WW1	end?	What	
happened	then?	
	
	
	
	
	

	

History Independent Study No. 1 
Researching	Historical	Context	of	WW1		

Use	the	internet/	books	available	to	you	to	find	out	more	
about	World	War	One,	the	historical	context	of	War	Horse.	
For	each	section,	answer	the	stated	question,	and	then	find	

out	an	answer	to	your	own	question.	
	



Bent double, like old beggars under sacks,

Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed 

through sludge,

Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs,

And towards our distant rest began to trudge.

Men marched asleep.  Many had lost their boots,

But limped on, blood-shod.  All went lame, all blind;

Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots

Of gas -shells dropping softly behind.

Gas!  Gas!  Quick boys! - An ecstasy of fumbling,

Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time,

But someone still was yelling out and stumbling

And floundering like a man in fire or lime.-

Dim through the misty panes and thick green light,

As under a green sea, I saw him drowning.

In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,

He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.

If in some smothering dreams, you too could pace

Behind the wagon that we flung him in,

And watch the white eyes writhing in his face,

His hanging face, like a devil’s sick of sin;

If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood

Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,

Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud

Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,-

My friend, you would not tell with such high zest

To children ardent for some desperate glory,

The old Lie:  Dulce et decorum est

Pro patria mori.

Wilfred Owen

Key Questions...
Summarise the events of the poem 
in FEWER than 20 words.

Clarify the meaning of the following words and phrases

Trudge

Blood-shod

Green sea

How do we know that the soldiers are
tired in the opening verse?

What does the poet ‘dream’ about during the war?

Why does the poet refer to the title as ‘The Old Lie’? 

Extended Response:
How are attitudes to War presented in 
Wilfred Owen’s Dulce et Decorum Est? 



                                     	

Independent Study No.1 
War Horse based Maths 

puzzles.	



	

	

	

	

	

	

Understanding the Anatomy of a 
Horse 

Task One :	Research	the	anatomy	of	a	horse	and	label	the	image	below	with	as	
many	parts	as	you	understand.	

Task Two :	Based	on	your	new	understanding,	why	do	you	think	horses	were	
used	in	war?	





 

	 French Vocabulary 
French Word/ Term: English Meaning: 

cheval	de	bataille	 	

la	grande	guerre	 	

garçon	 	

histoire	 	

auteur	 	

French Independent 
Study No.1 

Can	you	research	some	basic	French	words	to	design	your	own	version	of	a	French	copy	of	the	War	Horse	
novel?	There	is	some	French	vocabulary	below	that	you	could	use	once	you’ve	Googled	what	the	words	

mean:	

Your Cover Design: 
Try	to	be	as	original	as	possible,	rather	than	copying	the	cover	of	your	book.	

Challenge Task: why	was	the	la	grande	Guerre	called La Grande Guerre? 



How	many	of	the	following	War	Horse	inspired	challenges	can	you	complete?	
Can	you	take	photos	or	write	about	what	happened	in	the	boxes	below?	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

P . E .  I n de pe nden t  S t ud y  N o . 1 	

C ha l l e n ge  1 -  2km	run 

The	current	time	to	get	into	
the	Army	is	11.15	minutes	to	
run	2km.	This	is	a	legitimate	
time	for	the	UK	Army;	can	
you	complete	it	in	time?	

C ha l l e n ge  2 -	Squats	
Can	you	complete	the	‘Bring	
Sally	Up’	Squat	challenge?	
(Demonstrated	by	Inger	

Houghton	-	
https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=51_2XMbwxqo)	

	

C h a l l e n g e  3 -	Circuits	
How	many	of	the	following	exercises	can	you	complete	in	30	seconds?	
Step	ups,	lunges,	jumping	jacks,	5	metre	shuttle	runs,	high	knees,	mountain	

climbers?	

O u t s t a nd i n g  –	30+	

B r i l l i a n t 	–	25-29	
G rea t  –	20-24	

Good  –	15-19	
	

	

	 	




